
Five decades after its release, Bruce Brown’s epic 
moto documentary continues to inspire

I
t’s said there are few 
certainties in life aside from 
death and taxes. For both 
new and old motorcyclists, 

a third might well be the fact 
that we love Bruce Brown’s epic 
On Any Sunday more than any 
movie ever made.

Released 50 years ago this 
month, On Any Sunday made 
full-throttle, open-class knob-
by marks on America and the 
country’s two-wheeled psyche, 
garnering an Academy Award 
nomination for Best Documenta-
ry and thrilling motorcyclists and 
non-motorcyclists alike in what 
would become a decades-long 
— and ongoing — love affair. 

ON ANY SUNDAY
50 YEARS OF



Spend any time with 
legendary racer and 
businessman Malcolm 
Smith at an event or at 
his store in Riverside, 
California, and it’s a 
good bet the fi rst thing 
out of the mouth of any-
one who approaches 
Malcolm begins thusly: 
“I remember when I fi rst 
saw On Any Sunday…” 

Malcolm’s co-star 
and Grand National 
Champion dirt tracker 
Mert Lawwill hears the 
same stuff. Brown’s 

Left: The three amigos, 
Steve McQueen (left), 
Mert Lawwill and 
Malcolm Smith (right), 
taking a break on the 
beach at Camp Pend-
leton. 

Right: Malcolm’s 
Husqvarna (top), Mert’s 
Harley-Davidson KR750 
and Cal Rayborn’s 
XR-TT750 road racer 
(bottom). All three live 
at the AMA Motorcycle 
Hall of Fame Museum, 
and all three are on 
display in the HOF tent 
in the Mid-Ohio infi eld.

watching On Any 
Sunday, even after the 
50th or 100th time, is a 
transformative experi-
ence. For an hour and 
twenty-eight minutes 
we are kids again, or at 
least new motorcyclists 
again, and that trip back 
in time is thrilling every 
time it happens.

We hope that cele-
brating 50 years of On 
Any Sunday at the 2021 
AMA Vintage Motorcycle 
Days event gives you a 
real thrill!

tale is that powerful, that 
universal.

From the goose-
bump-inducing opening 
scenes and kitschy, 
early-’70s music to the 
dirt track, desert race, 
hillclimb, road racing, 
ice racing and ISDT 
grist that comes later, to 
the emotionally stirring 
fi nal scenes of Smith, 
Lawwill and fellow co-
star — and Hollywood 
icon — Steve McQueen 
playing on Baja’s sand 
dunes and spinning 

donuts on a So Cal 
beach, Brown’s funky-
yet-friendly take on 
our two-wheeled world 
reminded us then, and 
reminds us now, why 
we all became motorcy-
clists in the fi rst place.

“A motorcycle is 
anything you want to 
make it,” Brown voices 
in the movie’s opening 
scenes. “Turn it on and 
you can give yourself a 
real thrill!” 

A real thrill.
For many of us, 
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Switch to GEICO and see how easy it could be to save money on 

motorcycle insurance. Simply visit geico.com/cycle to get started.
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